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FOR POLADS 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAS: PINS GW 

SUB J : TERRORIST ISSUE DOMINATES LAND CDU CONGRESS 

1 . SUMMARY: AT OCTOBER 21-22 CDU LAND CONGRESS, REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED AGENDA ITEMS PERFUNCTORILY CONSIDERED, AS PARTY 
CLOSED RANKS AROUND MINISTER PRESIDENT FILBINGER DURING 
PUBLIC CRITICISM OF TERRORIST SUICIDES AT STAMMHEIM. KOHL 

AND NEWLY ELECTED DEPUTY LAND CHAIRMAN SPAETH RALLIED TO HIS 
SIDE AND KOHL ADOPTED LINE THAT "OTHERS" (SPD/FDP) RESPON- 
SIBLE FOR TERRORIST DEVELOPMENTS AND ADVOCATED STRONG MEA- 
SURES (IN EFFECT, THE LOCAL CDU LINE) FOR DEALING WITH THE 
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PROBLEM. THUS THE DEBATE AND ASSESSMENT OF BLAME RATHER THAN 
SOLIDARITY, PROCEEDS. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT THE BADEN-WUERTTEMBERG CDU CONGRESS AT OFFENBURG OCTO- 
BER 21-22 THE PARTY CLOSED RANKS AROUND MINISTER PRESIDENT 
FILBEINGER IN THE FACE OF SEVERE PUBLIC CRITICISM OF THE CDU 
LAND GOVERNMENT S HANDLING OF IMPRISONED TERRORISTS, WHICH 
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IS NOW BEING REFERRED TO AS THE STAMMHEIM PRISON SCANDALS 
AND WHICH HAD BROUGHT ABOUT RESIGNATION OF B-W JUSTICE MIN- 
ISTER TRAUGOTT BENDER (STUTTGART 1758). AS THE LOCAL PRESS 
PUT IT, "IN THE HOUR OF HIS (FILBINGER'S GREATEST NEED, HEL- 
MUT KHOL CAME TO STAND BY HIS SIDE." LOTHAR SPAETH, ELECTED 
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF THE B W PARTY ORGANIZATION, ALSO OFFERED 
STRONG SUPPORT AND FENDED OFF EMBARRASSING QUESTIONS FROM THE 
CRITICAL MEDIA. THE PARTY REELECTED CHAIRMAN FILBINGER WITH 
A LARGER MAJORITY THAN AT THE LAST CONGRESS. RESIGNED MINIS- 
TER BENDER WAS RELECTED TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WITH THE 
LARGEST MAJORITY OF ALL (364 OF 386). 

3. IN HIS SPEECH INVOKING SOLIDARITY. FILBINGER CLAIMED THAT 

"A CAMPAIGN IS UNDERWAY AGAINST THE LAND (BADEN- WUERTTEMBERG) 
AND THIS CDU." IN AN AGGRESSIVE COUNTERATTACK HE CHARGED 
THAT "OTHERS (BONN SPD/FDP COALITION) ARE TO BLAME FOR THE 
ESCALATION OF TERROR." FEDERAL CDU CHAIRMAN KOHL TOOK OVER 
THE REFRAIN, STRONGLY ENDORSING FILBINGER'S REELECTION AS 
LAND CHAIRMAN WITH THE WORDS, "HANS, YOUR REALLY DESERVE 
THIS (ELECTION) RESULT." HE THEN REINFORCED THE LOCAL CDU 
ATTACK ON "THE OTHERS" WHO HAD CRITICIZED THE FILBINGER GOV- 
ERNMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE TERRORISTS' SUICIDES AT STAMM- 
HEIM BUT "WHO THEMSELVES HAVE BEEN CLEARLY DILATORY IN DEAL- 
ING WITH THE TERRORIST SITUATION. " 

4. KOHL VIGOROUSLY EITERATED CDU RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DEALING 
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WITH TERRORISTS - SUGGESTIONS RIGHT OUT OF THE LOCAL CDU 
BOOK (STUTTGART A-106). THESE INCLUDED MONITORING OF PRISON- 
ERS' CONVERSATIONS WITH THEIR LAWYERS, SHORTENING THE DURA- 
TION OF THE TRIALS, AND KEEPING TERRORISTS "IN A SECURE SITU- 
ATION" AFTER COMPLETION OF THEIR PRISON TERMS (SICHERUNGS- 
VERWAHRUNG FUER TERRORISTEN NACH VERBUESSUNG IHRER STRAFHAFT.) 
HE, LIKE THE B-W GOVERNMENT, ALSO POINTED TO THE NECESSITY 
FOR "DRYING UP THE SPIRITUAL MORASS OF THE TERRORIST SCENE 
AT UNIVERSITIES." 

5. IF THE AGGRESSIVE CDU STANCE TAKEN AT OFFENBURG IS ANY 
INDICATION, THE LOCAL AND NATIONAL DEBATE ON DEALING WITH 
TERRORISM AND EXTREMISTS IS ONLY BEGINNING. IT IS A FAR CRY 
FROM THE COOL SOLIDARITY WITH WHICH THE "DRISENSTAB" DEALT 
WITH THE LUFTHANSA SKYJACKERS AND THE SCHLEYER KIDNAPPING. 

AS EACH DAY TURNS UP A NEW CACHE IN ONE OF ANOTHER OF THE 
TERRORIST CELLS AT STAMMHEIM (THE PISTOLS, COMMUNICATION 
WIRING, PLASTIC EXPLOSIVE, AND NOW RAZOR BLADES AND A STOM- 
ACH TESTING TUBE) THE LOCAL PRESS REMAINS CRITICAL, WITH 
THE FINGER POINTED PRINCIPALLY AT INTERIOR MINISTER SCHIESS 
AND MINISTER PRESIDENT FILBINGER. 
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6. OBVIOUSLY THE LOCAL CDU, WITH ITS CONFORTABLE 57 PERCENT 
MAIORITY IN THE B-W LANDTAG, INTENDS TO STAND FAST. BUT ADDI- 
TIONAL NUANCES HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED. FILBINGER HAS BEEN PRO- 
VIDED BADLY NEEDED SUPPORT BY FEDERAL CDU CHAIRMAN KOHL AND 
LOCAL LANDTAG FACTION CHAIRMAN SPAETH. BOTH " AS "LIBERALS ', 
HAVE DIFFERED WITH HIM IN THE PAST ON A NUMBER OF ISSUES, IN- 
CLUDING DEALING WITH "RADICALS" AND THE FEASIBILITY OF AN 
EVENTUAL COALITION WITH THE FDP. FILBINGER HAS NEVER COMMITTED 
HIMSELF REALLY TO WORKING CLOSELY WITH EITHER ONE OF THEM. 

NOW, KOHL AND SPAETH (THE SELF-STYLED B-W LINK TO KOHL) ARE 
PROVIDING SUCCOR, AND AT THE SAME TIME ARE OSTENSIBLY MOVING 
TOWARDS HIS "SOUTHERN" END OF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM. AT 
LEAST ON THE ISSUES OF DRAT. TNG WITH RADICALS AND TERRORISTS. 

ONE WONDERS WHAT KOHL EXPECTS IN RETURN FROM A MAN WHOSE 
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ACTIVE SUPPORT HE HAS NOT HAD IN THE PAST. IS IT POSSIBLE 
THAT UNITY AT OFFENBURG ON THE ISSUES OF "DEALING WITH TER- 
RORISTS, EXTREMISTS AND THE MORASS AT THE UNIVERSITIES" 

REFLECTS A SHIFT IN THE TACTICS OF KOHL? IS IT IN PART TO 
DEVELOP A BROADER BASIS OF SUPPORT HIMSELF BY FINDING ADDI 
TIONAL COMMON DENOMINATORS WITH THE TOUGHER, GO-IT-ALONE CDU/ 
CSU SOUTHERN WING - BEFORE IT GIVES UP ON HIM AND TURNS TO 
OTHER CDU HOPEFULS, LIKE DREGGER? 

7. IF SO, IT COULD RAISE THE QUESTION WHETHER SUCH A TOUGHER 
POLITICAL INE, WHEN COMBINED WITH THE SYMBOLIC MESS OF THE 
STAMMHEIM SUICIDES, WOULD ENHANCE THE GERMAN IMAGE IN NEIGH- 
BORING COUNTRIES. 

JENKINS 
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